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STATE OF ALASKR | oo

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR STATE CSU COORDINATOR
2600 DENALI STREET, SUITE 700

DIVISION OF GOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION PHONE: (307, 27ag02s oo

Octobexr 14, 1988

Mr. Walter Stieglitz

Regional Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1011 E. Tudor Road

Anchcrage, AK 99503

Dear Mr. S}igﬁi_té{:ﬂ !

The State of Alaska has completed its review of the final Supple-
mental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) and Wilderness
Recommendation for the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. As
discussed in more detail in the state's comments on the draft,
dated July 22, 1988, the state continues to oppose this wilder-
ress recommendation cn the basis that designation of the addi-
tional wilderness would:

° prohibit o0il and gas leasing and exploration within the
designated areas which may have significant oil and gas
potential;

N inkibit construction of the planned Anchorage-Bradley Lake

transmission line intertie; and

° preclude additional opportunities for recreational develop-
ment in an area of high demand.

Therefore the state urges the U.S. Fish ard Wildlife Service
(FWS) to select the No Action (no new wilderness) Alternative in
the Record of Decision (ROD) for this proposal.

In addition, the state requests that the ROD address the follow-
ing remaining issues, regardless of which alternative is
selected.

Subsistence

The state acknowledges that no subsistence use has been specif-
ically identified on the Kenai Refuge. However, we reiterate our
request that the ROD recognize that subsistence is a major
purpcse (priority use) of all federal lands in Alaska. At the
state's reguest, such reccgnition was added to the ROD (Item 8)
for the Kenai Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP). For the
consistency purposes, we again request that the following
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language, as it appears in the CCP ROD, be included in the
current ROD:

Although the FWS considers hunting and fishing to be
primarily recreational activities on the Kenai Refuge,
Title VIII of ANILCA established subsistence as a priority
use of fish and wildlife resources on all federal land in
Alaska.

In the state's comments on the draft SEIS, we expressed concern
about the appearance of an arbitrary acreage ceiling on the use
of mechanical manipulation in Moderate Management areas. No
change was made in the final SEIS, and there was no substantive
response to our original comment. Based on recent conversations
with the FWS planning staff, the SEIS does not intend the 40,000
acre limit as a celling, but is rather an estimate based cn
terrain constraints. To confirm this point, we reiterate our
request that the ROD contain the fcllowing (or similar) language
to modify the last paragraph on page 84 of the SEIS:

"Mechanical manipulation is currently impractical to employ
on approximately half of the moderate management area due to
terrain and vegetation limitations."

Cabins

In response to the state's request for additicnal policy clarifi-
cation regarding cabins, the final SEIS indicates that the FWS
feels it is not necessary to include "generic" cabin language
from recent CCPs. (See number 7 on page 153 of final SEIS.) We
disagree with this approach. Any document which discusses cabins
should do so in the ccntext of the FWS' current cabin policy. We
request reccnsideration of our original comment, including
recognition that temporary facilities will be allowed. At a
minimum, we redquest that the pclicy clarifications in the FWS
response to comments be included in the ROD.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any
guestions, please feel free to call this office.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Grogan
By Sal Gibert
CSU Coordinator

Csu2/39
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cc: Commissioner Brady, DNR
Commissioner Collinsworth, DFG
Commissioner Hickey, DOT/PF
Commissioner Kelso, DEC
Mr. John Katz, Office cf the Governor
Mr. Recd Swope, Office of the Governor
Alaska Land Use Council Members
Land Use Advisors Committee Members

Csu2/39
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Mr., Michael Barton, U.S. Forest Service, Juneau

Mr. Rex Blazer, Land Use Advisors Committee, Fairbanks

The Honorable Judy Brady, Department of Natural Resources, Juneau

Mr. Al Carson, Department of Fish and Game, Anchorage

The Honorable Don Collinsworth, Department of Fish and Game, Juneau

Mr. Steve Colt, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Ms. Tina Cunning, Department of Fish and Game, Nome

Mr., Donald D'Onofrio, National Ocean Service, Anchorage

Ms. Judith W. Eckholm, Land Use Advisors Committee, Junesau

Mr. Boyd Evison, National Park Service, Anchorage

Mr. Roy S. Ewan, Ahtna, Inc., Glenallen

Mr. Don Finney, Land Use Advisors Committee, Ketchikan

Mr. Peter Freer, Department of Community and Regional Affairs, Juneau

Mr. Harold Gillam, Land Use Advisors Committee, Fairbanks

Mr. Robert L. Grogan, Division of Govermmental Coordination, Juneau

Mr. Terry Haynes, Department of Fish and Game Subsistence Division, Fairbanks
The Honorable Mark Hickey, Dept. of Transportation & Public Facilities, Juneau
Mr. William J. Holman, Land Use Advisors Committee, Ketchikan

Reverend J. Michael Hornick, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Ms. Sharon Jean, Land Use Advisors Committee c/o Peter Gruenstein/Congress,
Anchorage

Col. Jack Jordan, Department of Public Safety, Anchorage

Mr. John Katz, Office of the Governor, Washington, D.C.

The Honorable Dennis Kelso, Department of Environmental Conservation, Juneau
Mr. Arthur Kennedy, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Dr. John Choon Kim, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Ms. Janie Leask, Alaska Federation of Natives, Anchorage

Mr. Robert LeResche, Alaska Power Authority, Anchorage

Mr. Craig Lindh, Division of Governmental Coordination, Juneau

Mr. Curtis McVee, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Rear Admiral Edward Nelson, Jr., U.S. Coast Guard District 17, Juneau

Ms. Kris O'Connor, Department of Natural Resources Division of 0il and Gas,
Anchorage

Mr. Richard Ogar, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Ms. Jenny Olendorff, Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, Anchorage
Mr., Michael J. Penfold, Bureau of Land Management, Anchorage

Mr. John Rense, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Mr., Wayne Ross, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Dr. Lidia Selkregg, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Mr, Robert Senner, Land Use Advisors Committee, Anchorage

Mr. Walter Stieglitz, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Anchorage

Mr. Reed Stoops, Land Use Advisors Committee, Juneau

Mr. Rod Swope, Office of the Governor, Juneau
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[1242] Mr, Ike Waits, Department of Community & Regional Affairs, Anchorage
[1239] Mr. Rob Walkinshaw, Department of Natural Resources, Anchorage
[940] Mr. Vernon R. Wiggins, Alaska Land Use Council, Anchorage

~{1240] Mr. Dan Wilkerson, Department of Environmental Conservation, Anchorage
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